Chairman’s Welcome 2010

Northumbria in Bloom 2010 was officially launched at Wynyard Hall near Stockton on Tees on 8th March.  Chairman, Eileen Burn, gave the following introduction to the competition.
“The bye-line for Northumbria in Bloom is “Communities Growing Together” and it is heartening to see how many communities continue to see this competition as a positive focus for local pride. The number of places entering the competition in 2010 is the same as last year with 92 competitors, in spite of fears for the future of the competition with local authority reorganisation and the current financial situation.  .
“2009 was an exceptionally good year for Northumbria in Bloom entrants in the RHS Britain in Bloom finals at Torquay.  We are one of the top three highest achievers amongst the 18 regions taking part.  The other two are Yorkshire and Scotland.  It must be something in the northern air.  Warmest congratulations to all of these winners.
“This year our entries to RHS Britain in Bloom are Durham, Eston, Sedgefield, Stanghow and Sunderland.  We wish them well in their endeavours.
“So what is new for this year?  Our major development is the new schools competition called “Growing Together”.  We have had a very good response from throughout the north east and 42 schools will be taking part this year. 
“While we were deciding how best to shape this new competition I experienced a wonderful piece of serendipity.  I had a telephone call out of the blue from someone wanting to know if we still had the Rod Leyburn cup for schools, and was it still awarded because 2010 is the 25th anniversary of the cup first being awarded.  I could confirm that the cup was still a very popular annual award.  So who was this mystery caller?  None other than Dianne Bainbridge, who is the widow of Rod Leyburn.  Dianne was so pleased to hear of the development of the schools competition that she asked if she could become involved with Northumbria in Bloom. Dianne is now a trainee judge.  As the original cup was showing signs of wear and tear after 25 years, Diane has donated a new silver trophy for the Rod Leyburn award.  A schools trophy has also been donated by Durham County Council.  This trophy will be called the Land of the Prince Bishops’ Cup.
“Judging of Growing Together will take place during June, and the award certificates will be presented before the end of the summer term.  The two silver trophies will be awarded at the main competition presentations in September.
“There are so many great initiatives and enterprises going on here in the North East. Don’t hold back on what you are doing.  We are living in difficult times, and people need to be cheered up and to feel proud of where they live.  All of you are making a fantastic contribution to your areas and we, the judges, are privileged to be given the opportunity to see communities growing together.”
